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PURPOSE: To facilitate the retrieval of a desired 
material and to shorten the time of the retrieval, by 
providing a specifying means for positioning on a time 
axis, and retrieving a material in a storage means on 
the basis of the specified position on the time axis. 

CONSTITUTION: The input device 1 of a retrieving device 
is provided with the position specifying device 11 using 
a light pen, etc., for position specification and a 
change indicating device 12 for changing the scale of 
the time axis, and an arithmetic device 2 provided with 
a collating device 21 is connected to the input device 
1. Further, a display 4 provided with a storage device 3 
storing materials and a time-axis display part 41 is 
connected to the device 2. The time-axis display part 41 
is provided with a cursor 5, which is used as a pointer 
for accessing a material registered in the storage 
device 3. When the material is retrieved, a data is 
displayed at the time-axis display part 41 according to 
the display indication of the time axis from the input 
device 1. The cursor 5 is moved over a look at the 
display to display the registered material on the 
display 4, thereby shortening the retrieval time of the 
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